A.T.A.

Minutes of Committee Meeting 6th March 2007 at West Acre House

Apologies received from Margery Vickers.

Duncan Oliver; Abroad.

Present, Bruce Hewison, Mandy Lance, Sally Stafford, Eileen Shaw.

The meeting was called to discuss the AGM and any other issues that the Committee felt should be aired.

Agenda

AGM

Public toilets in Alnwick Town Centre

Visitnortheastengland website

Book on Line Trial

Public Toilets.

Mrs Stafford, raised the issue of the public toilets in the shambles, she had cause to visit them today and found that they were strewn with litter, used disposable nappies, drinks bottles and cartons strewn around and no obvious place for them to be disposed of.

Mr Hewison stated that he felt the toilets were a disgrace, the men’s usually appear dirty with wet floors, and the men’s toilet cubicle would indicate to everyone in the street that it was in use as the front of it can be seen from the street and the cubicle screen is raised high from the floor. “I’m sure any man having to use it would feel embarrassed and that not much would be left to the imagination for onlookers and passers-by”

The Committee feel that the toilets are a disgrace and an embarrassment to Alnwick.
Mr Hewison mooted that it could be a good idea for the council to encourage a public toilet to be run as a business, with an attendant. They should be warm dry, clean comfortable and private. When you go to public toilets in other countries they usually have attendants, you pay a small sum to use them, they are warm, dry, clean, and, no pun intended, a pleasure to use. We would like to see the Council make substantial improvements to the public toilets, they could and should be a talking point for all the right reasons. After all, many more people use the loos in Alnwick Garden, and after 5 years they are still beautiful!

The Committee agreed that the Council should improve the facility, and that we would write to the District Council to share our concerns.


Visitnortheastengland web site - Geographical location. Mrs Shaw whose business is on the Alnwick Berwick border at Ingram, has asked Visit Britain and OneNorthEast if they can relocate her business, to indicate it under Alnwick area, as she feels that she is stuck in No Mans Land and is out on a limb as far as promotion is concerned. She indicates that her business is not supported on VisitBritain’s web site under Alnwick because it is more than 10 miles out from Alnwick. There are other businesses in a similar predicament, she will pursue with VisitBritain to see if they can improve the search facility so that her property can be found under Alnwick.

Book On Line Trial. Mrs Shaw said that she had attended the presentation at the White Swan Hotel re the Book on line facility, she indicated that she would like to look at it more closely and asked the Committee if they felt she should go ahead and trial it. The committee agreed that it would be a good idea if she was willing to trial it and report back to the committee with her views on the system.

Secretarial services for taking of minutes of meetings.

The committee previously discussed the possibility of having someone who could use shorthand to attend the meetings to take minutes and to pay them a fee. Mr Hewison had approached some people and made several enquiries to see if someone would be prepared to take on the duty. Unfortunately, to date no one has been found who could take on the task.

Mr Hewison said he would continue to make enquiries, and meanwhile Ms Lance has agreed that she would assist with minute taking.

AGM. The meeting discussed the AGM for 2007, and it was proposed that we approach the Alnwick garden with a view to holding the meeting there.

Ms Lance has agreed to approach the Garden to see what facilities can be offered.

The committee also discussed the idea of arranging a familiarisation visit at the garden an hour before the meeting. Again Ms Lance volunteered to look into it.

The date for the AGM was agreed as Wednesday the 9th May at 7.30pm.

There was no other business and the meeting closed.

Addendum: Ms Lance has confirmed that the Alnwick Garden have agreed to allow us the use of their facilities for the meeting and Ian August will take the group of members around the Alnwick Garden an hour before the meeting.

It is therefore critical that everyone lets the committee know if they intend to come to the meeting or not.

